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Borough of Manhattan Community College 
City University of New York 

Center for Ethnic Studies 
Asian American History 

 
ASN 114-1400/HIS 114-1400                                                             Professor: Dr. Soniya Munshi 
Thursday 2:00-4:45 pm, S724                                                            Email: smunshi@bmcc.cuny.edu 
Spring 2017                                                                             Office N651J; phone: 212-220-8000 x 5260 
3 credits                                                    Office Hours: Tuesdays, 2:00-5:00 p.m. and by appointment 
 
Course Description 
In this class, we will learn about the history of Asian immigration from 1848 to the present, the social 
construction and experience of race in the U.S., and the intersection of multi-ethnic Asian American identity 
with class, gender, sexuality, and ability, immigration status and other social positions. This course will use 
historical writings, films, music, art, fictional pieces and other multi-media work to critically engage narratives of 
Asian American communities. 
 
Technology: Course Website  
I will use a course website to communicate all course announcements, post homework questions,  
and share materials such as additional readings. This site is public—you do not need an account to view it.   
You should subscribe to the website so that you will get a notification every time I post a new message. You 
can find the website at: https://bmccasianamericanhistory114munshi.wordpress.com  
 

Some of the pages on this website are password protected.  
The password for these pages is: 17spring 

 
Required Text/Readings 
No textbooks required. This course uses open/alternative educational resources that are freely available online 
and/or available on the course website, on a password protected page called “Readings.” Password: 17spring 
 
I expect you to bring the readings to class, so you must print out a copy OR download the reading on to 
your device before class.  
 
There are many places at BMCC to print at no cost but you need to plan ahead: 
https://ccc.bmcc.cuny.edu/Site/Computers/Students/Printing 
 
In this course, we may go on 1-2 field trips during class time.  You will be responsible for your own 
transportation costs (i.e. your Metrocard).  I will give you at least one week’s notice, if not more, so you can plan 
accordingly. If you need assistance with Metrocard costs, speak with me. 
 
Course Requirements and Evaluation  
Journals     20% 
Reading Group Facilitation    10% 
Research Project Proposal   10% 
Annotated Bibliography   20% 
Essay (3-4 pages)    20% 
Class Presentation     10% 
Class Participation     10% 
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Journals (20%): Throughout the semester, you will turn in journal writing about the reading. The journal 
assignments ask you to answer questions about the readings and to make connections to current events and/or 
your own experiences. Journals must be typed, and turned in on the date due. No late assignments will be 
accepted. Over the course of the semester, you will have 12 assigned journals.  You can miss 2 without any 
penalty to your grade, and if you complete more than 10, I will drop the lowest grade(s).  
You can find a rubric here: https://bmccasianamericanhistory114munshi.wordpress.com/category/journal-
instructions/ 
 
Reading Group Facilitation (20%): We will organize the class into reading groups and each one of you will 
play the role of reading group facilitator TWICE during the semester. The facilitator has the responsibility to 
lead the small group discussion, which will include a discussion of the key themes of the reading as well as a 
connection to current events.  When you are the facilitator, you will turn in: 1> an extended journal (~3 
pages); 2> a written facilitation plan that includes at least TWO discussion questions for your group; 3> one 
current event that relates to the reading.    
 
Annotated Bibliography (20%) and Essay (20%) Throughout the semester, you will work on an assignment 
that asks you to look closely at injustices in Asian American communities in New Yok City. The first assignment 
is a research proposal, following by an annotated bibliography. The last assignment asks you to write a 3-4 page 
essay about community response to the issue. You will receive detailed instructions later in the semester. 
 
Presentation (10%):  During the last session of the class, you will conduct presentations on your research. 
These presentations will be set up as advocacy pitches, and will include a 1-2 page written component. I will give 
you guidelines for this assignment later in the semester.  
 
Class participation entails meaningful and active presence in class (which includes being in class and on time), 
contribution to class discussions, completion of in-class assignments such as free writes, and general respect for 
the collective environment.  
 
*Extra Credit: During the course of the semester, I will let you know about activities to participate in for extra 
credit. To receive extra credit (up to ½ point on your final grade for each event), you will need to turn in a 1-2 
page reflection paper in which you make connections to our course. This reflection paper is due no later than 
one week after the event.  There is no limit to the amount of extra credit you can earn. 
  
*All written assignments must be turned in at the start of the class session. You have two options: you can 
bring me a hard copy or you can turn the assignment in on Blackboard before class starts. It is your choice. 
Either way, you must plan ahead. I will not give extensions/accept late work because of technological problems 
with the printers and/or Blackboard. 
 
I will enter grades in the Blackboard Grade Center, so you can keep track of your grade through the semester. 
Grades will be calculated using the following scale:  

93-100 =A   90-92 =A-   87-89 =B+   83-86=B   80-82=B-   77-79 =C+   73-76=C   70-72=C- 
67-69 =D+   63-66=D   60-62=D- Below 60=F 
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Course Outline 
All course readings are available under the Readings tab on the Course Website. The password is 17spring.  
Readings are subject to change. All changes will be announced in class and on the blog.  
 
February 2 Introduction and Course Review: What is Asian American Studies?  
 
February 9 Who is Asian America? How is Asian America represented?  

Read: Okihiro, “When and Where I Enter” and excerpt from Omi and Winant, Racial Formations 
in the U.S.  
Due: Journal #1 

 

February 16      Asian Americans and Racial Formation: Triangulation/Exclusion  
Read: Kim, “The Racial Triangulation of Asian Americans…” pp. 105-116 and 
Smith,“Heteropatriarchy and the Three Pillars of White Supremacy”   
Due: Journal #2 

  
February 23   Chinese Exclusion  

Read: Lee, “The Chinese Exclusion Example”   
Due: Journal #3 
Due: Research Project Proposal 

  
 

March 2 The Limits of Citizenship 
Read: excerpt from Wu, The Color of Success 

  Due: Journal #4 
 
March 9 Legal and Social Citizenship 

Read: excerpts from Lopez, White by Law and Bald, Bengali Harlem 
Due: Journal #5 

 
March 16  Production and Circulation of “Model Minorities” 

Read: Zhou and Gatewood, “Transforming Asian America: Globalization and Contemporary 
Immigration to the United States” and Prashad, The Karma of Brown Folk 
Recommended: Kim, “The Racial Triangulation of Asian Americans…” pp. 116-122.  
Due: Journal #6  

 
March 23 Making Asian America 
  Read: excerpt from Ishizuka, Serve the People 

Due: Journal #7 
Due: Annotated Bibliography 

 
March 30  Racial Violence  

Read: Zia, “Detroit Blues” and excerpt from Kim, “The Racial Triangulation…” pp. 122-130 
Due: Journal #8 
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April 6  Housing and Gentrification  
Read: Tenorio, “Save the I-Hotel” 
Due: Journal #9 

 
April 13            NO CLASS, SPRING BREAK 
April 20            NO CLASS, Monday schedule 
 
April 27 Labor and Gender  
  Read: Aviv, “The Cost of Caring” (2016) AND excerpt from Parreñas, Servants of Globalization:  

Migration and Domestic Work  (2015) 
Due: Journal #10 

 
May 4  Class and Gender   

Read: excerpt from Tang, Unsettled, and Hum, Making a Global Immigrant Neighborhood  
 Due: Journal #11 

Due: Essay  
 

May 11  Islamophobia  
Read: excerpt from Bayoumi, How does it Feel to be a Problem? & excerpt from Iyer, We Too Sing 
America 

  Due: Journal #12 
 
May 18            Presentations 
May 25            Presentations  
 
 
Additional Notes and Policies 
This is a space of respect and dignity of everyone in this class. This classroom will be a space where the targeting 
of students based on their identities, beliefs, appearances, or immigration statuses will not be tolerated.  As an 
educator, I fully support the rights of all students to pursue their education and to live free from the fear of 
deportation; prison; Islamophobia; anti-Semitism; anti-black racism; racist and xenophobic violence; 
homophobic, transphobic and sexual violence; ableism; and, other forms of hatred and discrimination.  If you 
have any concerns about deportation and/or any issues that are interfering with your autonomy, safety, and/or 
mobility, please feel free to speak with me. I will respect your wishes concerning confidentiality.  
 
Classroom environment: We are all responsible to ensure that this classroom is a respectful learning 
environment in which everyone can participate. Please try to learn your classmates’ names, pronounce them 
correctly, and refer to them by the pronouns they use. Being respectful also means being on time, awake and 
present during class and not engaging in side talk when others are speaking.  We will have a lot of discussion in 
this class. It is okay for us to disagree with one another as long as we do this with kindness, compassion, and 
respect for one another.  
 
Electronic devices: I do appreciate the value of electronic devices, but I do not allow their use during class. 
This includes ALL cell phones, laptops, tablets, etc. The temptation to multi-task is too great, and the screens 
can distract not just you but your neighbors as well. If you are expecting a very important call—where three 
hours will make a difference—you must notify me about it in advance. In general, I expect you to turn your 
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phones all the way off (on silent, not vibrate) and put them away—unless you are using your device to refer to a 
reading. If I see you using your phone, tablet, or laptop in class for any purpose outside of classroom activities, I 
will mark you absent for that class session.  If you have a documented disability that requires you to use an 
electronic device, please speak to me about this. 
 
Communication: I will communicate all course announcements, including changes to the syllabus, through the 
course website. You are responsible to check the site to keep up with all information posted. Subscribing 
to the website is a good way to make sure that you are notified about all new posts.  
 
I will collect your preferred email address at the beginning of the semester, and will use this email address if I 
need to communicate with you in between class sessions. The best way to communicate with me is in person, 
during my office hours or by appointment. I can also be reached by email or by phone. (As I am not on campus 
every day, however, phone is the least preferred communication method.) I will respond to emails as soon as 
possible, but always within 48 hours (not including weekends and holidays). I generally will not respond to emails 
before 9am or after 5pm. If you send me an email and you do not hear back within 48 hours, please follow-up 
with another email.  
 
Please keep in mind basic guidelines for email etiquette when corresponding with me (or any professor): 
Make sure that the answer to your question is not found on the syllabus. Use appropriate capitalization, 
spell out words completely, and sign your complete name. The subject line should be in the following format 
ASN114: the topic of your email. Please address me with “Dear Professor Munshi” or “Professor” and not 
“hey.” If you have substantive questions about course content, set up a time to see me. 
 
The following policies are in accordance with City University of New York guidelines:  
BMCC Attendance Policy: At BMCC, the maximum number of absence hours is limited to one more class than the contact 
hours as indicated in the BMCC college catalog. In the case of excessive absence, the instructor has the option to lower the grade or 
assign an “F” or “WU” grade.  
 
Our course meets for 2.5 hours once a week so you are allowed to miss 3.5 hours of class, which amounts to 1.5 
missed classes without penalty.  I will extend this to a total of 2 missed classes without penalty and 
without explanation.  Beyond that, if you miss an additional class, I may drop your grade by a letter (e.g. B to 
C) or assign you a WU grade. If you have extenuating circumstances, please come and talk to me about your 
situation.  
 
Classes begin promptly at the times indicated in the Schedule of Classes. Arrival in classes after the scheduled 
starting time constitutes lateness. Latecomers may, at the discretion of the instructor, incur an official absence. 
In our course, 2 instances of lateness will constitute 1 absence.  If you come in late, it is your responsibility 
to make sure that you are marked present by signing in on the late sheet before you leave class.   
 
In general, I recommended that you avoid being absent, if at all possible.  If you do have a genuine unavoidable 
emergency, you should bring an official note to me before your absence, or in the case of an emergency, bring it 
to the next class you attend (notes will not be accepted later).  These notes do not "erase" an absence, but I do 
take them into consideration.  Make sure that notes are original, from licensed practitioners, and written on 
official letterhead, with proper contact information.   
 
Please come to my office hours to talk with me if you have problems or circumstances that may negatively affect 
your ability to perform your best in your academic work. You should not wait until the end of the semester to 
inform me of your circumstances. 
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BMCC Policy on Plagiarism and Academic Integrity Statement: Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s 
ideas, words or artistic, scientific, or technical work as one’s own creation. Using the idea or work of another is permissible only when 
the original author is identified. Paraphrasing and summarizing, as well as direct quotations, require citations to the original source. 
Plagiarism may be intentional or unintentional. Lack of dishonest intent does not necessarily absolve a student of responsibility for 
plagiarism. Students who are unsure how and when to provide documentation are advised to consult with their instructors. The 
library has some guides designed to help students to appropriately identify a cited work. The full policy can be found on BMCC’s 
website, www.bmcc.cuny.edu. Note: If a case of plagiarism is identified, you may be subject to disciplinary action, including suspension 
or expulsion from college. 
 
All assignments must follow guidelines of citation of sources—in class, we will work on how to correctly give 
credit to all sources you use in your writing. It will ultimately be your responsibility to avoid plagiarism. Any 
plagiarized paper runs the risk of receiving an automatic F with no option for re-submission. 
 
 
BMCC Writing Center 
The BMCC Writing Center (S500W) serves registered BMCC students and faculty in courses from most 
disciplines on campus. The Writing Center's mission is twofold: 1) to help students develop confidence as writers 
by learning to think critically, write actively, revise mindfully and proofread carefully, and 2) to provide support 
for faculty who are incorporating these writing skills and practices into their curricula. The Writing Center also 
provides BMCC students with guidance on personal essays, statements for scholarships, college transfer essays, 
and admission applications. Tutoring is offered on a scheduled, drop-in, or on-line basis. Visit their e-tutors at 
http://www.bmcc.cuny.edu/etutoring/ 
 
Academic Adjustments for Students with Disabilities 
Students with disabilities who require reasonable accommodations or academic adjustments for this course must 
contact the Office of Accessibility at 212-220-8180. BMCC is committed to providing equal access to all 
programs and curricula to all students.  
 
Mental Health Resources at BMCC 
The BMCC Counseling and Advisement Center provides free, confidential counseling services and referrals to 
services in your community. They are open Tueday through Fridays from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM and Saturdays 
from 9 AM to 4 PM. Feel free to visit them at S-330 or call to make an appointment at (212) 220-8140. 
 
Single Stop 
The Single Stop Office provides services and resources to help students address barriers that prevent them from 
attending and completing school. We provide this service in collaboration with both internal and external 
partners. All of the services that are offered at Single Stop are FREE! 
 
CUNY Citizenship Now! 
CUNY Citizenship Now! provides free, high quality, and confidential immigration law services to help 
individuals and families on their path to U.S. citizenship. Our attorneys and paralegals offer one-on-one 
consultations to assess participants’ eligibility for legal benefits and assist them in applying when qualified. 
 


